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Allah knows what every female bears; and what the wombs fall short of (in gestation), and
what they may add. With Him everything is in a fixed measure.

He knows both what is hidden and what is manifest. He is the Supreme One, the Most High.
It is all the same for Him whether any of you says a thing secretly, or says it loudly, and
whether one hides oneself in the darkness of night, or struts about in broad daylight.
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There are guardians over everyone, both before him and behind him, who guard him by
Allah's command. Verily Allah does not change a people's condition unless they change
their inner selves. And when Allah decides to make a people suffer punishment, no one can
avert it. Nor can any be of help to such a people against Allah.

He it is Who causes you to see lightning that inspires you with both fear and hope, and He it
is Who whips up heavy clouds.
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The thunder celebrates His praise and holiness, and the angels, too, celebrate His praise for
awe of Him. He hurls thunderbolts, striking with them whom He wills while they are
engaged in disputation concerning Allah. He is Mighty in His contriving. To Him alone
should all prayer be addressed, for those to whom they do address their prayers beside
Him are altogether powerless to respond to them. The example of praying to any other
than Allah is that of a man who stretches out his hands to water, asking it to reach his
mouth, although water has no power to reach his mouth. The prayers of the unbelievers
are a sheer waste.

All that is in the heavens and the earth prostrates itself, whether willingly or by force,24
before Allah; and so do their shadows in the morning and in the evening.
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Ask them: "Who is the Lord of the heavens and the earth?" Say: "Allah." Tell them: "Have you
taken beside Him as your patrons those who do not have the power to benefit or to hurt even
themselves?" Say: "Can the blind and the seeing be deemed equals? Or can light and darkness be
deemed equals?" If that is not so, then have those whom they associate with Allah in His Divinity
ever created anything like what Allah did so that the question of creation has become dubious to
them? Say: "Allah is the creator of everything. He is the One, the Irresistible.
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