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And when truth came to them from Us, they said: 'Indeed this is plain sorcery.
Moses said: 'Do you say this about the truth after it has come to you? Is this
sorcery? You call this sorcery although sorcerers never come to a happy end.

They replied: 'Have you come to turn us away from the way of our forefathers that
the two of you might become supreme in the land? We shall never accept what the

two of you say. And Pharaoh said (to his) men: 'Bring every skilled sorcerer to me.
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And when the sorcerers came Moses said to them: 'Cast whatever you wish to
cast. Then when they had cast (their staffs), Moses said: 'What you have
produced is sheer sorcery. Allah will certainly reduce it to naught. Surely Allah
does not set right the work of the mischief-makers. Allah vindicates the truth by
His commands, howsoever much the guilty might detest that.
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None but a few youths of Moses people accepted him, fearing that Pharaoh and their
own chiefs would persecute them. Indeed Pharaoh was mighty in the land, he was
among those who exceed all limits.

Moses said: 'My people! If you believe in Allah and are truly Muslims81 then place
your reliance on Him alone.

They replied: 'We place our reliance on Allah. Our Lord! Do not make us a trial for the

oppressors. and deliver us, through Your mercy, from the unbelievers.
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e| And We directed Moses and his brother: 'Prepare a few houses for your people in Egypt, and
8| make your houses a direction for men to pray, and establish Prayer, and give glad tidings to
the men of faith. Moses prayed: Our Lord! You bestowed upon Pharaoh and his nobles
splendour and riches in the world. Our Lord! Have You done this that they may lead people
astray from Your path? Our Lord! Obliterate their riches and harden their hearts that they
may not believe until they observe the painful chastisement. Allah responded: 'The prayer of

the two of you is accepted. So keep steadfast, and do not follow the path of the ignorant.
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