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Thereupon one of them said: "Do not kill Joseph, but if you are bent upon doing something, cast
him down to the bottom of some dark pit, perhaps some caravan passing by will take him out of it.
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After so deciding they said to their father: "Why is it that you do not trust us regarding
Joseph although we are his true well-wishers? "Send him out with us tomorrow that he may
enjoy himself and play while we will be there, standing guard over him. They said: "Should
a wolf eat him, despite the presence of our strong group, we would indeed be a worthless

lot!
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So when they went away with Joseph and decided to cast him in the bottom of the dark pit,
We revealed to Joseph: "Surely a time will come when you will remind them of their deed.
They know nothing about the consequence of what they are doing. At nightfall they came
to their father weeping
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And said: "Father! We went racing with one another and left Joseph behind with our things,
and then a wolf came and ate him up. We know that you will not believe us howsoever
truthful we might be. And they brought Joseph's shirt, stained with false blood. Seeing this
their father exclaimed: "Nay (this is not true); rather your evil souls have made it easy for
you to commit a heinous act. So | will bear this patiently, and in good grace.13 It is Allah's
help alone that | seek against your fabrication."
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And a caravan came, and they sent their water drawer to draw water. As he let down his
bucket in the well he (observed Joseph) and cried out: "This is good news. There is a boy."
They concealed him, considering him as part of their merchandise, while Allah was well
aware of what they did.

Later they sold him for a paltry sum - just a few dirhams; they did not care to obtain a

higher price.
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