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Then he went to Joseph and said to him: "Joseph, O truthfulness incarnate, tell the true meaning of the
dream in which seven fat cows are devoured by seven lean ones; and there are seven green ears of corn
and seven others dry and withered so that | may return to the people and they may learn."

Joseph said: "You will cultivate consecutively for seven years. Leave in the ears all that you have
harvested except the little out of which you may eat. Then there will follow seven years of great hardship
in which you will eat up all you have stored earlier, except the little that you may set aside. Then there
will come a year when people will be helped by plenty of rain and they will press (grapes)."
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The king said: "Bring this man to me." But when the royal messenger came to Joseph he
said: "Go back to your master and ask him about the case of the women who had cut their
hands. Surely my Lord has full knowledge of their guile."

Thereupon the king asked the women: "What happened when you sought to tempt
Joseph?" They said: "Allah forbid! We found no evil in him." The chief's wife said: "Now the

truth has come to Ilght It was | who sought to tempt him. He is indeed truthful."
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Joseph said: "I did this so that he [i.e. the chief) may know that | did not betray him in his
absence, and that Allah does not allow the design of the treacherous to succeed.

| do not seek to acquit myself; for surely one's self prompts one to evil except him to whom
my Lord may show mercy. Verily my Lord is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful.

The king said: "Bring him to me. | will select him exclusively for my own service." So when
Joseph spoke to him the king said: "You are now one of established position, fully-trusted
by us."

Joseph said: "Place me in charge of the treasures of the land. | am a good keeper and know
my task well."

Thus did We establish Joseph in the land so that he could settle wherever he pleased. We
bestow favour, out of Our Mercy, on whomsoever We please, and We do not cause the
reward of those who do good to go to waste.
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