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When they presented themselves before Joseph, he took his brother aside to himself and
said: "Verily | am your own brother Joseph; so do not grieve over the manner they have
treated you.

Then, while Joseph was having their provisions loaded, he put his drinking-cup in his
brother's saddlebag.56 And then a herald cried: "Travellers, you are thieves.

Turning back they asked: "What have you lost?

The officials said: "We have lost the king's cup." (And their chief added): "He who brings it
shall have a camel-load of provisions, | guarantee that.

The officials said: "We have lost the king's cup." (And their chief added): "He who brings it
shall have a camel-load of provisions, | guarantee that.

The officials said: "If you are lying, what will be the penalty for him who has stolen?

They replied: "He in whose saddlebag the cup is found, he himself shall be its recompense."
Thus do we punish the wrong-doers.
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Then Joseph began searching their bags before searching his own brother's bag. Then he
brought forth the drinking-cup from his brother's bag. Thus did We contrive to support
Joseph. He had no right, according to the religion of the king (i.e. the law of Egypt), to take
his brother, unless Allah so willed. We exalt whomsoever We will over others by several
degrees. And above all those who know is the One Who truly knows.

They said: "No wonder that he steals for a brother of his stole before." But Joseph kept his
reaction to himself without disclosing the truth to them. He merely said to himself: "You are
an evil lot. Allah knows well the truth of the accusation that you are making against me (to
my face).
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They said: "O powerful chief (al-aziz)! His father is an age-stricken man, (and in order that
he may not suffer) seize one of us in his stead. We indeed consider you an excellent person.

Joseph said: "Allah forbid that we should seize any except him with whom we found our
good. Were we to do so, we would surely be one of the wrong-doers."
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Then, when they had despaired of Joseph they went to a corner and counselled together.
The eldest of them said: "Do you not know that your father has taken a solemn promise
from you in the name of Allah, and you failed in your duty towards Joseph? So | will not
depart from this land until my father permits me, or Allah pronounces His judgement in my
favour. He is the best of those who judge.
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