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Do you think that the people of the Cave and the Inscription were one of Our wondrous
signs? When those youths sought refuge in the Cave and said: "Our Lord! Grant us mercy
from Yourself and provide for us rectitude in our affairs."

We lulled them to sleep in that cave for a number of years and then roused them so that
We might see which of the two parties could best tell the length of their stay.
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We narrate to you their true story. They were a party of young men who had faith in their Lord,
and We increased them in guidance and strengthened their hearts when they stood up and
proclaimed: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. We shall call upon no other god
beside Him; (for if we did so), we shall be uttering a blasphemy." (Then they conferred among
themselves and said): "These men, our own people, have taken others as gods beside Him: why
do they not bring any clear evidence that they indeed are gods? Who can be more unjust than he

who foists a I|e on AIIah?
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And now that you have dissociated yourselves from them and from whatever they worship beside
Allah, go and seek refuge in the Cave. Your Lord will extend His mercy to you and will provide for
you the means for the disposal of your affairs." Had you seen them in the Cave it would have
appeared to you that when the sun rose, it moved away from their Cave to the right; and when it
set, it turned away from them to the left, while they remained in a spacious hollow in the Cave.
This is one of the Signs of Allah. Whomsoever Allah guides, he alone is led aright; and
whomsoever Allah lets go astray, you will find for him no guardian to direct him.
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