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On seeing them you would fancy them to be awake though they were asleep; and We caused
them to turn their sides to their right and to their left, and their dog sat stretching out its forelegs
on the threshold of the Cave. Had you looked upon them you would have certainly fled away from

them, their sight filling you with terror.
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Likewise, We roused them16 in a miraculous way that they might question one another. One of
them asked: "How long did you remain (in this state)?" The others said: "We remained so for a
day or part of a day.” Then they said: "Your Lord knows better how long we remained in this state.
Now send one of you to the city with this coin of yours and let him see who has the best food, and
let him buy some provisions from there. Let him be cautious and not inform anyone of our
whereabouts.
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For if they should come upon us, they will stone us to death or force us to revert to their faith whereafter
we shall never prosper." Thus did We make their case known to the people of the city so that they might
know that Allah's promise is true, and that there is absolutely no doubt that the Hour will come to pass.
But instead of giving thought to this, they disputed with one another concerning the People of the Cave,
some saying: "Build a wall over them. Their Lord alone knows best about them." But those who prevailed
over their affairs sald "We shall build a place of worshlp over them."
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Some will say concerning them: "They were three and their dog, the fourth"; and some will
say: "They were five, and their dog, the sixth“? all this being merely guesswork; and still
others will say: "They were seven, and their dog, the eighth." Say: "My Lord knows their
number best. Only a few know their correct number. So do not dispute concerning their
number, but stick to what is evident, and do not question anyone about them."
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And never say about anything: "l shall certainly do this tomorrow" unless Allah should will it. And
should you forget (and make such a statement), remember your Lord and say: "l expect my Lord to guide
me to what is nearer to rectitude than this." They remained in the Cave for three hundred years; and
others added nine more years. Say: "Allah knows best how long they remained in it, for only He knows
all that is hidden in the heavens and the earth. How well He sees; how well He hears! The creatures have

no other guardian than Him; He allows none to share His authority."
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